
141 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior § 23.34 

(d) Customs declaration labels. The cus-
toms declaration label used to identify 
specimens being moved between reg-
istered scientific institutions (§ 23.48) 
must be affixed to the shipping con-
tainer. The label does not require ex-
port or re-export validation or certifi-
cation at the port. 

Subpart C—Application Proce-
dures, Criteria, and Condi-
tions 

§ 23.32 How do I apply for a U.S. 
CITES document? 

(a) To apply for a U.S. CITES docu-
ment, you must complete a standard 
application form and submit it to the 
appropriate office shown on the top of 
the form. 

(b) To determine the type of CITES 
document needed for your shipment, go 
to §§ 23.18 through 23.20 for further 
guidance. 

(c) If a species is also regulated under 
another part of this subchapter (such 
as endangered or threatened species, 
see § 23.3), the requirements of all parts 
must be met. You may submit a single 
application that contains all the infor-
mation needed to meet the require-
ments of CITES and other applicable 
parts. 

(d) You must also follow the general 
permit procedures in part 13 of this 
subchapter. 

(e) You should review the criteria in 
all applicable regulations in this sub-
chapter that apply to the type of per-
mit you are seeking before completing 
the application form. 

(f) We will review your application to 
assess whether it contains the informa-
tion needed to make the required find-
ings. 

(1) Based on available information, 
we will decide if any of the exemptions 
apply and what type of CITES docu-
ment you need. 

(2) If we need additional information, 
we will contact you. If you do not pro-
vide the information within 45 calendar 
days, we will abandon your application. 
If your application is abandoned and 
you wish to apply for a permit at a 
later time, you must submit a new ap-
plication. 

§ 23.33 How is the decision made to 
issue or deny a request for a U.S. 
CITES document? 

(a) Upon receiving a complete appli-
cation, we will decide whether to issue 
a CITES document by considering: 

(1) The general criteria in § 13.21(b) of 
this subchapter and, if the species is 
protected under a separate law or trea-
ty, criteria in any other applicable 
parts. 

(2) The CITES issuance criteria pro-
vided in this subpart (see subpart D of 
this part for factors we consider in 
making certain findings). 

(b) As needed, the U.S. Management 
Authority, including FWS Law En-
forcement, will forward a copy of the 
application to the U.S. Scientific Au-
thority; State, tribal, or other Federal 
government agencies; or other applica-
ble experts. We may also query the 
Secretariat and foreign Management 
and Scientific Authorities for informa-
tion to use in making the required 
findings. 

(c) You must provide sufficient infor-
mation to satisfy us that all criteria 
specific to the proposed activity are 
met before we can issue a CITES docu-
ment. 

(d) We will base our decision on 
whether to issue or deny the applica-
tion on the best available information. 

§ 23.34 What kinds of records may I 
use to show the origin of a speci-
men when I apply for a U.S. CITES 
document? 

(a) When you apply for a U.S. CITES 
document, you will be asked to provide 
information on the origin of the speci-
men that will be covered by the CITES 
document. 

(1) You need to provide sufficient in-
formation for us to determine if the 
issuance criteria in this part are met 
(see the sections in this subpart for 
each type of CITES document). 

(2) We require less detailed informa-
tion when the import, introduction 
from the sea, export, or re-export poses 
a low risk to a species in the wild and 
more detailed information when the 
proposed activity poses greater risk to 
a species in the wild (see Subpart D of 
this part for factors we consider in 
making certain findings). 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:49 Dec 26, 2007 Jkt 211223 PO 00000 Frm 00151 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\EUNICE.EEE EUNICEeb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

F
R



142 

50 CFR Ch. I (10–1–07 Edition) § 23.34 

(b) Information you may want to pro-
vide in a permit application includes, 
but is not limited to, the following: 

Source of specimen Types of records 

(1) Captive-bred or cultivated1 ......................................... (i) Records that identify the breeder or propagator of the specimens 
that have been identified by birth, hatch, or propagation date and 
for wildlife by sex, size, band number, or other mark, or for plants 
by size or other identifying feature: 

(A) Signed and dated statement by the breeder or propagator 
that the specimen was bred or propagated under controlled 
conditions. 

(B) Name and address of the breeder or propagator as shown by 
documents such as an International Species Information Sys-
tem (ISIS) record, veterinary certificate, or plant nursery li-
cense. 

(ii) Records that document the breeding or propagating of specimens 
at the facility: 

(A) Number of wildlife (by sex and age- or size-class) or plants at 
the facility. 

(B) How long the facility has been breeding or propagating the 
species. 

(C) Annual production and mortalities. 
(D) Number of specimens sold or transferred annually. 
(E) Number of specimens added from other sources annually. 
(F) Transaction records with the date, species, quantity of speci-

mens, and name and address of seller. 
(G) Marking system, if applicable. 
(H) Photographs or video of facility, including for wildlife any ac-

tivities during nesting and production and rearing of young, and 
for plants, different stages of growth. 

(2) Confiscated or seized ................................................. Copy of remission decision, legal settlement, or disposal action after 
forfeiture or abandonment, which demonstrates the applicant’s legal 
possession. 

(3) Exempt plant material ................................................. Records that document how you obtained the exempt plant material, 
including the name and address of the person from whom you re-
ceived the plant material. 

(4) Imported previously .................................................... (i) A copy of the cancelled CITES document that accompanied the 
shipment into the United States. 

(ii) For wildlife, copies of cleared Declarations for Importation or Ex-
portation of Fish or Wildlife (Form 3–177) associated with each 
specimen. 

(5) Pre-Convention ........................................................... Records that show the specimen was acquired before the date the 
provisions of the Convention first applied to it, such as: 

(i) Receipt or invoice. 
(ii) Catalog, inventory list, photograph, or art book. 
(iii) Statement from a qualified appraiser attesting to the age of a 

manufactured product. 
(iv) CBP (formerly U.S. Customs Service) import documents. 
(v) Phytosanitary certificate. 
(vi) Veterinary document or breeding or propagation logs. 

(6) Sequential ownership or purchase ............................. (i) Records that specifically identify the specimen, give the name and 
address of the owner, and show the specimen’s origin (pre-Conven-
tion, previously imported, wild-collected, or born or propagated in a 
controlled environment in the United States). 

(ii) Records that document the history of all transfers in ownership 
(generally not required for pre-Convention specimens). 

(7) Unknown origin, for noncommercial purposes ........... A complete description of the circumstances under which the speci-
men was acquired (where, when, and from whom the specimen 
was acquired), including efforts made to obtain information on the 
origin of the specimen. 
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Source of specimen Types of records 

(8) Wild-collected ............................................................. Records, such as permits, licenses, and tags, that demonstrate the 
specimen or the parental stock was legally removed from the wild 
under relevant foreign, Federal, tribal, State, or local wildlife or plant 
conservation laws or regulations: 

(i) If taken on private or tribal land, permission of the landowner if 
required under applicable law. 

(ii) If taken in a national, State, or local park, refuge, or other pro-
tected area, permission from the applicable agency, if required. 

1 If the wildlife was born in captivity from an egg collected from the wild or from parents that mated or exchanged genetic ma-
terial in the wild, or the plant was propagated from a non-exempt propagule collected from a wild plant, see paragraph (b)(8) of 
this section. 

(c) If you intend to engage in inter-
national trade with a CITES specimen 
in the future, you should keep suffi-
cient records to establish your eligi-
bility for a CITES document for as long 
as you possess the specimen, and if you 
sell, donate, or transfer ownership of 
the specimen, you should provide such 
records on the origin of the specimen 
to the new owner. 

§ 23.35 What are the requirements for 
an import permit? 

(a) Purpose. Article III(3) of the Trea-
ty sets out the conditions under which 
a Management Authority can issue an 
import permit. 

(b) U.S. application forms. Complete 
the appropriate form for the proposed 
activity and submit it to the U.S. Man-
agement Authority: 

Type of application for an import permit for an Appendix-I specimen Form no. 

(1) CITES: 
Southern African Leopard, African Elephant, and Namibian Southern White Rhinoceros Sport-hunted Tro-

phies 
Appendix-I Plants 
Appendix-I Wildlife 
Appendix-I Biological Samples 

3–200–19 
3–200–35 
3–200–37 
3–200–29 

(2) Endangered Species Act and CITES: 
ESA Plants 
ESA Sport-hunted Trophies 
ESA Wildlife 

3–200–36 
3–200–20 
3–200–37 

(3) Marine Mammal Protection Act and CITES: 
Marine Mammals 

3–200–43 

(4) Wild Bird Conservation Act and CITES: 
Personal Pet Bird 
Under an Approved Cooperative Breeding Program 
Scientific Research or Zoological Breeding/Display 

3–200–46 
3–200–48 
3–200–47 

(c) Criteria. The criteria in this para-
graph (c) apply to the issuance and ac-
ceptance of U.S. and foreign import 
permits. When applying for a U.S. im-

port permit, you must provide suffi-
cient information for us to find that 
your proposed activity meets all of the 
following criteria: 
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